[Treatment with bevacizumab in exudative age-related macular degeneration].
evaluation of the treatment with bevacizumab for advanced exudative AMD. prospective study on 163 patients (December 2006-February 2009). All patients received a series of 3 intravitreal injections with bevacizumab (1.25 mg/0.05 ml) at 6 weeks intervals followed by surveillance and continuation or restart of therapy based on clinical criteria and central macular thickness (CMT). The series was subdivided in three groups based on initial VA (VA < or = 0, 1; VA = 0, 1-0, 3; VA > or = 0,3). Final VA increased or remained constant in 88% of patients. VA increased in all three groups: from 0.029 to 0.069 in the first group; from 0.152 to 0.245 in the second group; and from 0.409 to 0.612 in the third group. In all three groups the increase in VA achieved statistical significance (p < 0.001). The whole series manifested an anatomical improvement (final mean CMT of 243.3 microm, as compared to initial mean CMT of 345.3 microm). intravitreal treatment with bevacizumab is efficient but should be followed by aggressive follow-up and rapid resume of the treatment if recurrence is diagnosed.